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Overview 
 
The Town has completed a lengthy process to 
revise the Comprehensive Community Plan, 
but much work remains to be done for the 
plan to be successful: new regulations and poli-
cies; zoning revisions; planning studies; funding 
for capital projects. These details are spelled 
out in this Implementation Plan — a frame-
work to move forward the Plan’s goals, objec-
tives, policies and actions over the next decade.  
The Implementation Plan (Tables 1 through 9 
on the following pages) is organized as follows: 
 

• Consistency with Major Themes. To establish 
implementation priorities, each action has 
been evaluated based on consistency the six 
major themes (see Figure 1).  

• Priority. The priority level (High, Medium 
and Low) for each action is based on rele-
vancy across the major themes.  

• Cost. The anticipated cost as follows: 
 No Cost 
 $: Up to $25,000 
 $$: $25,000 to $100,000 
 $$$: $100,000 to $250,000 
 $$$$: $250,000+ (bond or multi-year 

appropriation likely required) 
Projects in Town’s Capital Improvement 
Program are noted. 

• Timeframe. Factors used to determine the 
timeframe for specific actions include pri-
ority level scores, cost/budget implications, 
and whether an action is mandated. 
Timeframes are categorized as follows: 

 Short-Term: 0 to 2 years 
 Mid-Term: 2 to 5 years 
 Long-Term: 5 to 10 years 

 

• Responsibility. The recommended lead respon-
sible party—agency, department, board, pri-
vate organization, etc.—is identified. 

• Type of Action. Types of implementation 
actions fall into four general categories: 

 Capital: Projects requiring significant in-
vestment from Town, State and/or Fed-
eral funding sources, such as installation 
of sidewalks and other infrastructure.  

 Program: Actions involve more planning 
to implement, such as developing a 
streetscape plan or open space plan.  

 Regulation: Actions relate to projects 
involving  Town regulations – such as 
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
and/or Subdivision & Land Develop-
ment Regulations.  

 Policy: Actions are those that involve 
adoption of local ordinances and poli-
cies—such as involving Town depart-

 

Meeting the needs of an aging popula-
tion 
 

Promoting a vibrant Village Center and 
diverse economy 

 
Strengthening connectivity within town  

 
Embracing a cleaner, greener future 
through sustainable practices 
 
Conserve and protect the special quali-
ties of Barrington's neighborhoods 
 
Achieving resilience in the face of a 
changing environment 

Figure 1: Major Themes 
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ments in implementing management 
plans for parks and open space parcels. 
 

It is expected that the timeframe will be adjust-
ed in the coming years as the Comprehensive 
Plan is evaluated and new issues and priorities 
emerge. Responsibilities may also shift from 
one party to another, or become a shared re-
sponsibility. In short, the Implementation Plan 
is intended to be flexible, to be adjusted over 
time as actions are completed incrementally 
over the next 10 years.  
 

Monitoring Plan  
 
For the Plan to be effective and relevant over 
time, continued community involvement will 
be essential. A monitoring plan provides steps 
to track implementation, and to periodically re-

evaluate priorities based on community feed-
back. The Planning Board recommends that 
the Town conduct a review of the plan on an 
annual basis—including a review of indicators 
(see Figure 2)—to establish action items and 
funding priorities for each year to align with 
the budget process. Also recommended is the 
use of a community survey after two to three 
years into the implementation of the Plan to 
identify new issues and priorities and possible 
revisions to the Plan prior to the next  required 
update in 10 years.  

Following are indicators that will be used to track 
measurable outcomes: 
 
Housing & Neighborhoods: 

• Housing Trust Fund—Available, Spent Funding 

• Number of “Tear-Downs” 

• Number, % of LMI Housing Units 

• Number of “Senior” Housing Units 

• Number of Multifamily Units 
 
Economic Development 

• Commercial Square Feet 

• Vacancy Rate and Rents 

• Linear Feet of New Sidewalks Added in Com-
mercial Areas  

• Room Tax Revenues 

• Meals Tax Revenues 

• Number of Identified Public Parking Spaces by 
Business District 

 
Circulation 

• Linear Feet of Sidewalk Repaired and Built within 
Town 

• Linear Feet of New Bike Paths, Bike Lanes 

• Number of New Bike Racks Installed (Added 
Capacity) 

• Accidents at Key Intersections 

• Sidewalk Reserve Fund—Balance 

• Miles of Roads Paved 

• Traffic Volume Changes on County Road 
 

Community Services & Facilities 

• School Enrollment 

• Town Meeting Room Utilization Rate 

• Recycling Rate / Total Solid Waste 

• Wastewater Reserve Fund 
 
Natural & Cultural Resources 

• Number of Properties / Sites / Districts Added to 
National Register 

• Preservation Society “Plaque Houses” 

• Beach Closings 

• Special Use Permits Granted—Wetlands 

• Brickyard Pond Water Quality 
 
Open Space & Recreation 

• Linear Feet of Pathways/Greenways Improved 

• Protected Open Space—Acreage: Total, Addi-
tional Acreage 

• Field Utilization Rates 
 
Energy 

• Reduction of Energy Use Measured Against 
FY2009 Baseline Year 

• Renewable Energy Production (kwH) —Town / 
School Sites 

• Revolving Energy Fund: Budget/Expenditures 
 
Natural Hazards 

• Repetitive Loss—Total Cost 

• Number, Value of Mitigated Properties 

Figure 2: Community Indicators 

An annual Council/Planning Board 
workshop to review of the 

implementation status is recommended. 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal 1: Expand supply of senior housing to meet growing demand of retiring Baby Boomers and 
the needs of residents with disabilities.  

A. Establish new Senior Residential 
Village zoning at the former Zion 
Bible Institute site consistent with the 
Comprehensive Community Plan – 
Appendix II. 

See Land Use Implementation table - Goal LU-1, Action A  

B. Establish new zoning at the Allin’s 
Cove and Former O’Bannon Mill 
Sites, as identified in the 2018 Bay 
Spring Corridor Zoning Study, con-
sistent with the Appendix IIA of the 
Comprehensive Community Plan (as 
amended, 2019).  

See Land Use Implementation table - Goal LU-1, Action B  

B. C. Complete a study of the market 
viability of the existing Zoning Ordi-
nance Article XXX: Senior Residential 
Communities, and revise to enable 
cottage-style developments consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan. 

      Low   
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Program) 

C. D. Revise Zoning Ordinances to 
allow for “senior-friendly” attached 
and detached accessory apartments 
on single-family lots. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board /  
Council 

(Program / 
Regulation) 

Table 1: Housing & Neighborhoods 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal 2: Ensure that future development is compatible with the character of Barrington in general 
and that of individual neighborhoods. 

A. Adopt flexible zoning standards to 
allow architectural encroachments and 
encourage greater variety, such as ar-
chitectural encroachments (porches, 
stoops, bay windows, etc.) into the 
minimum front-yard setback. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

B. Consider adjusting the setback 
averaging dimensional standards, 
where appropriate, to allow reduced 
front-yard setbacks consistent with 
the surrounding historic neighbor-
hood development pattern. 

      Low  
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

C. Adopt Village Center Design 
Guidelines and formally incorporate 
in the Town’s review process for 
commercial, mixed-use and multi-
family development proposals. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Program / 
Regulation) 

D. Strengthen or establish new 
standards for buffers, site lighting, 
location of parking and placement 
of buildings within land develop-
ment projects, including mixed-use 
and multi-family developments. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Regulation) 

E. Conduct parcel study to: 

• Evaluate compatibility of R10 
and R25 zoning with existing 
neighborhoods to determine 
whether zoning should be ad-
justed or new zones established 
to better reflect the area’s char-
acter. 

• Recommend zoning standards 
that would require homes on 
“teardown” lots to better reflect 

See Land Use Implementation table - Goal LU-1, Action B 

F. Create a Neighborhoods Map 
based on original plats and evolution 
of neighborhoods over time, as 
means of identifying historic bound-
aries of neighborhoods. 

      Low  
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term 

Preservation      
Society 

(Program) 

Table 1 (cont.): Housing & Neighborhoods 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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Table 1 (cont.): Housing & Neighborhoods 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 

 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal 3: Continue to comply with the State’s 10 percent affordable housing goal through provision of 
well-integrated and compatible affordable housing. 

Objective 3.1: Qualify as affordable at least three existing housing units on scattered sites per year 
by 2020. 

A. Fund a revolving fund to support 
a Housing Trust program to acquire 
and rehabilitate existing houses in 
order to qualify the homes as afford-
able. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$$ to 
$$$$ 

Short-
Term 

Council  / 
Housing 
Board 

(Program, 
Policy) 

B. Formally adopt incentives to cap-
ture existing houses affordable to 
LMI households, such as property 
tax abatements and funding from 
the Home Repair Program. 

      High 
Priority / 
$$ to $$$ 

Short-
Term 

Council / 
Housing 
Board 

(Policy) 

C. Establish specific guidelines for 
acquiring / qualifying existing hous-
es by Planning Board applicants sub-
ject to provisions of mandatory in-
clusionary zoning, as permitted an 
“off-site” alternative. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board / 
Housing 
Board 

(Regulation) 

D. Engage a consultant, contract 
with an outside agency, or establish 
a part-time position to administer 
the program. Provide an annual re-
port, from the Housing Board of 
Trustees, on the status of the pro-
gram, including the number of LMI 
houses qualified each year and an 
analysis of the need for housing pro-
grams, such as applications for heat-
ing assistance and weatherization. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term / 
Ongo-

ing 

Council / 
Housing 
Board 

(Policy,   Pro-
gram) 
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Table 1 (cont.): Housing & Neighborhoods 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 

 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal 3: Continue to comply with the State’s 10 percent affordable housing goal through provision of 
well-integrated and compatible affordable housing. 

Objective 3.2: Produce affordable housing units at a rate that keeps Barrington on the path toward 
achieving the 10 percent affordable housing goal by 2035. 

A. Revise Zoning Ordinance to es-
tablish one-step density increase for 
comprehensive permit applications, 
per Policy HN-3.2.3.  

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action C 

B. Work with the State to allow for 
more flexibility to qualify accessory 
apartments as affordable; establish a 
realistic inclusionary zoning fee-in-
lieu amount; increase credit for pro-
vision of rental units; enable a rent 
subsidy program to increase the 
LMI housing count. 

      High  
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Council  / 
Housing 
Board 

(Policy) 

C. Create an illustrated guide illus-
trating best practices for designing 
cottage-style housing, accessory 
apartments and two-family struc-
tures. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board / 
Housing 
Board 

(Program) 

D. Hold workshops and conduct 
other public outreach on affordable 
housing options available in the 
Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision 
Regulations. 

      Low Pri-
ority / $ 

Mid-
Term 

Housing 
Board 

(Program) 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal ED-1: Continue shift from an auto-dependent, suburban shopping center form of development 
toward walkable retail zones in the Village Center and neighborhood business districts. 

A. Implement recommendations of 
the 2014 Connectivity Plan.  

      High 
Priority / 

$$$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term 

Council 
(Capital) 

B. Extend wayfinding signage and 
streetscape concepts to commercial 
districts outside the Village Center. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$$$$ 

Long-
Term 

Council / 
Planning 

Board 
(Program / 

Capital) 

C. Adopt revisions to Land Devel-
opment & Subdivision Regulations 
to add design guidelines to the re-
view process. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Council / 
Planning 

Board  
(Program) 

Goal ED-2: Expand public parking within the Village Center. 

A. Conduct parking study for Village 
Center that includes: inventory of 
existing parking, recommendations 
on adding on-street and off-street 
public parking spaces; parking man-
agement; funding, shared parking 
utilization; incentives, parking-in-lieu 
options, parking maximums 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board /
Council 

(Program, 
Regulation, 

Policy) 

B. Highlight on-street parking in 
desired locations using painted 
markings / signage to outline spaces. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

DPW 
(Program) 

C. Negotiate w/ private owners and 
develop public/private partnerships 
to allow “public” parking in private 
lots. If unsuccessful, determine if 
potential purchase of lots would be 
feasible (e.g. underutilized private 
lots along Maple Avenue).  

      High 
Priority / 

$$ to 
$$$$ 

Short-
Term 

Council  
(Policy /   
Capital) 

D. Update village center signage and 
mapping to direct drivers to new 
“public” parking lots [See also Circu-
lation Goal C-2, Action A] 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$         
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term 

Council / 
Planning 

Board 
(Capital) 

E. Develop criteria and Town-wide 
policy regulating establishment of on
-street parking. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Council /  
Police / 

DPW (Policy) 

 

 

Table 2: Economic Development 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal ED-3: Expand the non-residential tax base while preserving community character, with an 
emphasis on infill development and building re-use over expansion of commercial zoning. 

A. Allow limited non-residential uses 
within a “Senior Residential Village” 
zone, per Appendix II (subject to 
application by the owner) 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action D 

B. Examine development standards 
for B, NB districts in terms of limit-
ing impacts of development on adja-
cent residential zones. [See also 
Housing & Neighborhoods Goal 2, 
Actions C and D] 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

C. Evaluate adding B&B inns as 
permitted or special use in resid. 
zones, w/ standards to include loca-
tion, parking, related accessory uses. 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action E 

Goal ED-4: Strengthen the Town's commercial base with a focus on promoting existing local busi-
nesses and economic sustainability. 

A. Form a task force consisting of 
residents, local business owners to 
develop strategies to support local 
businesses. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Council / 
Business  

Association 
(Policy) 

B. Support efforts of the Business 
Association to promote the district 
through a banner system, etc. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term 

Council / 
Bus. Assoc.  

(Policy) 

C. Amend Zoning Ordinance to 
reduce barriers to home-based busi-
nesses and necessary support ser-
vices; while protecting neighbor-
hoods from impacts.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Council / 
Planning 

Board  
(Program /
Regulation) 

D. Investigate space in public build-
ings that could support home-based 
businesses, such as meeting space. 

      Low  
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term 

Town    Plan-
ner 

(Program) 

E. Conduct study on allowing uses 
to encourage provision of services 
and amenities supporting creative & 
knowledge-based businesses & con-
sulting activity, including expansion 
of live-work opportunities.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program) 

F. Conduct market study of retail, 
office environment in NB, B zones. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town     
Planner 

(Regulation) 

Table 2 (cont.): Economic Development 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal ED-5: Promote desired commercial activities in mixed-use areas. 

A. Evaluate zoning strategies to pro-
mote a more cohesive retail environ-
ment in the Village Center. This 
could include creation of a new zon-
ing district, modifying the Neighbor-
hood Business or Business zone 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action F 

B. Complete a parcel/zoning study 
of the Bay Spring area to identify 
options to promote the type of eco-
nomic development desired by the 
community in the area. The study 
should address the following: Evalu-
ation of the LM zone; options to 
allow live-work units in study area 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action G 

Goal ED-6: Support agriculture as a vital component of the local economy. 

A. Evaluate whether revisions to 
restrictions in the Zoning Ordinance 
are needed related to agricultural 
uses, to include uses such as farms, 
farm stands and farmer’s markets. 
 

See Land Use Implementation  Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action H 

B. Revise Zoning Map to establish 
agricultural zoning districts where 
appropriate, in areas with historic 
agricultural use (including George 
Street) to include performance 
standards. 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action I 

C. Evaluate Town-owned open 
space formerly used for farming for 
opportunities to lease portions to 
organic farming operations on a lim-
ited scale. 

      Low  
Priority / 
No Cost 

Long-
Term  

Council / 
Planning 

Board  
(Regulation) 

D. Continue to develop the commu-
nity garden at the former Vitullo 
Farm site. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Ongo-
ing 

Town 
(Policy) 

E. Review and revise local purchas-
ing requirements to require the pur-
chase of regionally produced foods 
when possible. 

      Low  
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term 

Town / 
School Dept 
(Program /
Regulation) 

Table 2 (cont.): Economic Development 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal C-1: Provide a safe and well-maintained transportation system throughout town. 

A. Undertake design and work to 
secure funding to improve high pri-
ority intersections and streets with a 
high level of safety incidents (see 
list) 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$$ 

Mid-
Term  

Town    
Manager 

(Program) 

B. Pursue improvement concepts 
for additional high volume or high 
incident intersections as identified in 
local or regional traffic studies  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

C. Establish funding for an ongoing 
annual program to perform repairs 
and upgrades to existing local road-
ways and sidewalks, including snow 
removal.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$$ 

Mid-
Term  

Council 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

D. Implement Safe Route to School 
recommendations including: im-
prove Primrose parking/drop-off 
circulation; install flashing lights at 
Middle Highway/Old County Road; 
and make intersection, sidewalk and 
crosswalk improvements around 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 
(grant) 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

E. Install and maintain new side-
walks at identified high priority loca-
tions as shown on Map C-4. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 
[In CIP] 

Mid-
Term  

Council / 
Planning 

Board  
(Program / 
Regulation) 

F. Advocate to advance statewide 
priority of repaving for Nayatt Road 
and to include future repaving and 
reconstruction of Washington Road. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

Table 3: Circulation 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal C-2: Provide a balanced multi-modal transportation system throughout the town  

A. Install wayfinding signage direct-
ing pedestrians and bicyclists from 
bike path to local destinations (see 
also Economic Development Goal 
ED-2, Action D). 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Capital) 

B. Create a Barrington Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Committee to map pre-
ferred in-street lanes and off-road 
bike routes and assess sidewalk 
needs as a broader bikeway and side-
walk system  

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Town    
Council 
(Policy) 

C. Amend Zoning and Subdivision 
standards to require new sidewalks 
and bike racks in new non-
residential projects  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Council / 
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

D. Revise Land Development & 
Subdivision Regs to require new non
-residential/mixed-use projects to 
include bike facilities if within half-
mile of bike path / designated route 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Regulation) 

E. Look for opportunities to accom-
modate additional park & ride ca-
pacity or for joint utilization of park-
ing lots near bus stops preferably 
focusing on Route 114 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Ongo-
ing 

Council / 
Planning 

Board  
(Program / 
Regulation) 

F. Encourage RIPTA to reinstate 
route to serve high density Bay 
Spring area (with senior and afforda-
ble housing) and/or encourage ex-
tension of Riverside service to the 
Barrington Village Center via Maple 
Avenue or Lincoln Avenue. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

G. Work with State to provide safe 
access to bus stops on Route 114 
north of White Church bridge. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

H. Develop a “complete streets” 
policy for Council approval, encour-
aging a local street network that 
safely accommodates automobile, 
bicycle and pedestrian activity. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Policy) 

Table 3: Circulation (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal C-3: Relieve growing traffic congestion on County Road/Route 114 in order to enhance the 
vitality and attractiveness of downtown Barrington  

A. Actively participate in the 
State’s East Bay transportation 
study; pursue funding and imple-
mentation of recommendations 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Capital) 

B. Direct Town Manager to pur-
sue local vehicular connection 
across the Bike Path at the Bar-
rington Shopping Center, as illus-
trated in the Village Center Con-
nectivity Plan  

      Medium 
Priority /
$$ to $$$ 

Mid--
Term 

Town    
Manager 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

C. Request state to provide a left 
turn-lane onto Lincoln Avenue 
from Route 114 NB. 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

D. Develop zoning and land devel-
opment standards requiring inter-
nal connections between shopping 
areas to minimize curb cuts. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Regulation) 

E. Meet with RIPTA to identify 
low usage bus stops on County 
Road for consolidation, and make 
the consolidated stops more 
prominent with shelters, in order 
to improve the efficiency of bus 
service and help alleviate traffic 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Long-
Term 

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

F. Amend Subdivision & Land 
Development regulations to re-
quire developers to pay Town a 
project review fee sufficient to 
fund a traffic study on behalf of 
the Planning Board, for projects 
that require more than 20 off-

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board  

(Program /
Regulation) 

Table 3: Circulation (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal CSF-1: Maintain high quality public facilities and services to meet the evolving needs of our 
residents of all ages. 

A. Initiate and complete design of a 
new Middle School, through a pro-
cess that engages the public. Em-
phasize energy efficiency and sus-
tainable design. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

School Dept. 
(Capital,  
Policy) 

B. Identify and secure available state 
and federal funding to support Middle 
School upgrades and for Stage II fa-
cility improvements as identified by 
the School Department. 

      High 
Priority /

$$$$ 
[In CIP] 

Mid--
Term 

School Dept. 
(Policy) 

 

C. Provide adequate capital funding 
through the sewer enterprise fund to 
provide financing to maintain and 
improve wastewater infrastructure. 
Investigate potential for establishing 
a capital reserve fund for other pub-
lic works maintenance needs 
(sidewalks, stormwater, etc.)  

      High 
Priority / 

$$ to 
$$$$ 

[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy,   
Capital) 

D. Incorporate best management 
practices, where feasible, by retrofit-
ting outdated drainage facilities with-
in municipal and school parking lots 
and local streets, to limit stormwater 
runoff and enhance water quality. 
Develop watershed plans as needed 
to prioritize projects. 

      High 
Priority /

$$ 

Short-
Term 

DPW 
(Policy) 

E. Continue to develop GIS data 
and provide necessary software and 
technology to allow Public Works to 
monitor the wastewater infrastruc-
ture to avoid disruptive failures, as 
well as assist with maintenance of 
stormwater facilities, to include in-
formation on maintenance responsi-
bilities. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

DPW 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

F. Evaluate the Harbormaster’s dock 
at Police Cove and the public dock 
at Walker Farm to determine wheth-
er it needs to be upgraded or re-
placed. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

to $$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term 

Town    
Manager  
(Policy / 
Capital) 

Table 4: Community Services & Facilities 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal CSF-2: Anticipate long-term community needs, and advance facility expansion and enhance-
ment efforts and additional services as needed to meet future demand. 

A. Support development of alterna-
tive water supply for BCWA water 
supply independent of East Bay 
Pipeline. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$$$ 

Short-
Term  

BCWA 
(Program, 
Capital) 

B. Promote water conservation prac-
tices to include: 

• Policy for Town, School proper-
ties to reduce water usage 
through water conservation 
practices and use of xeriscaping. 

• Consider program to offer rain 
barrels at reduced cost to resi-
dents and businesses. 

• Work with area farms that lease 
public or Land Trust property 
to develop and implement water 
use conservation plans. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

to $ 

Short– 
to Mid-
Term  

Town, 
BCWA 

(Program, 
Policy) 

C.  Amend the Barrington 
Emergency Operations Plan to es-
tablish a water emergency response 
plan outlining responsibilities in re-
sponse to water emergencies. 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town 
(Policy) 

B. Complete the Library 5-year mas-
ter plan. 

      High 
Priority /

$$$$ 
[In CIP] 

Mid--
Term 

Library 
Board 

(Capital) 
 

C. Re-evaluate recommendations for 
new community/senior center, in-
cluding whether to renovate the ex-
isting senior center or to construct a 
new facility. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 

(Policy, Pro-
gram) 

D. Determine impact of declining 
school enrollment on school facility 
needs, as part of the development of 
the capital improvement program. 

      High 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

School Dept. 
(Program) 

E. Coordinate with abutting commu-
nities as part of the annual review of 
Comprehensive Plan implementa-
tion, on land use, transportation, 
open space, natural hazards and other 
multijurisdictional planning issues.  

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Town Man-
ager (Policy,  

Capital) 

Table 4: Community Services & Facilities (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 
Cost 

Time-
frame 

Respons-ibility 
(Type) 

F. Work with State, in coordination 
with East Providence, to amend 
State’s Urban Services Boundary as 
shown on Maps LU-6 and LU-7 [see 
Land Use element]  

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9 - Goal LU-1, Action J  

G. Evaluate and rezone, as appro-
priate, public and quasi-public 
properties in transition, including 
the Town-owned land formerly 
occupied by “The Place,” the Bris-
tol County Water Authority facility 
on Nayatt Road, and the Hampden 
Meadows Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment station.  

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9 - Goal LU-1, Action K  

Goal CSF-3: Limit the community’s environmental impact through reductions in solid waste dis-
posal and other sustainable activities. 

A. Periodically evaluate total sol-
id waste amounts and recycling 
rates for Barrington to determine 
whether additional measures are 
needed to meet the Town’s goals.  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  
to $ 

Ongo-
ing 

DPW 
(Policy) 

B. Expand efforts to encourage 
recycling at Town and School 
facilities. 

      High 
Priority /
$ 

Short--
Term 

DPW, 
School Dept. 
(Policy) 

C. Prepare for the new state law 
on composting. Assist commer-
cial owners with compliance by 
2016.  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term  

DPW,  
Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

D. Develop a pilot program to 
encourage residential compost-
ing to limit solid waste (as this 
may be future state requirement) 

      Medium 
Priority /
$ 

Mid-
Term 

DPW 
(Program) 

E. Evaluate programs  or incen-
tives (such as a “no-bin, no bar-
rel” policy) and implement if fea-
sible and cost-effective. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Town  
Council, 
DPW 
(Policy) 

F. Assign responsibility for sus-
tainability efforts to the Conser-
vation Commission or a new 
committee with the charge to en-
courage/educate residents about 
sustainability, conservation, etc. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Town    
Council  
(Policy) 

Table 4: Community Services & Facilities (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NCR-1: Protect important natural areas, including wetlands, wildlife habitats, groundwater 
aquifers, and salt marshes, especially around Hundred Acre Cove, Barrington and Palmer Rivers. 

Objective NCR-1.1: Establish an official open space protection program by 2017.  

A. Evaluate proposed protections of 

open space parcels, through acquisi-

tion, easements or other techniques, 

and identify priority areas based on 

Policy NCR-1.1.1 

      High 
Priority / 
$ to $$$$ 

Ongo-
ing 

Conserv. 
Comm. 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

B. Establish a procedure for review-

ing potential open space acquisitions 

that includes key stakeholders. Con-

sider establishing Open Space Com-

mittee. 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost   

Short-
Term 

Town  
Council 
(Policy) 

C. Seek grants and other funding 

sources to protect open space, in-

cluding habitat areas and farmland, 

through acquisition and conserva-

tion easements. 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  
to $$$ 

Ongo-
ing 

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

D. Establish deed restrictions to 

ensure high priority Town-owned 

conservation parcels, as determined 

based on Policy NCR-1.1.1, cannot 

be sold or otherwise disposed of.   

      Low Pri-
ority / 

No Cost  
to $ 

Long-
Term 

Town    
Manager,  
Council 
(Policy) 

E. Rezone properties with conserva-

tion values, consistent with the Fu-

ture Land Use Map (see Maps LU-

6 and LU-7). 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action L 

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NCR-1: Protect important natural areas, including wetlands, wildlife habitats, groundwater 
aquifers, and salt marshes, especially around Hundred Acre Cove, Barrington and Palmer Rivers. 

Objective NCR-1.2: By 2017, amend local regulations and procedures to improve protections of 
natural resources. 

A. Create an administrative mecha-

nism to certify that projects comply 

with approved zoning action regard-

ing encroachments in the Town’s 

100-foot wetland buffer  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town  
Council, 
Manager 
(Policy) 

B. Create an electronic inventory of 

all properties granted variances and 

conditions of plan approval for con-

struction within the 100-foot set-

back that specifies the approval and 

conditions of that approval.    

      High 
Priority /

$ 

Mid--
Term 

Town    
Planner, 
Building  
Official 
(Policy) 

C. Secure funding to research, in-
ventory, and digitally map wetlands 
in town to improve the accuracy of 
the locations of wetland edges.  

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Planner 

(Program) 

D. Amend Zoning Ordinance and 

Land Development & Subdivision 

Regulations to establish review proce-

dures to ensure development/

subdivision proposals provide dedicat-

ed open space consistent with the 

Town’s open space acquisition criteria. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Town  
Council, 
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

E. Amend drainage and site plan de-

sign standards in the Land Develop-

ment & Subdivision Regulations to 

encourage low-impact development 

techniques. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Regulation) 

F. Eliminate the required advisory 

review of projects proposed within 

the Groundwater Overlay District. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term 

Town  
Council, 
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NCR-2:  Effectively manage open space properties to maintain values of the Town’s critical 
cultural and natural resources. 

A. Implement management plans 
developed for priority sites (as 
listed) 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town, 
BCLT 
(Policy) 

B. Complete management plans for 

other public open space spaces (as 

listed). 

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid--
Term 

Cons. 
Comm., 
BCLT 

(Program, 
Policy) 

C. Work with owners of private con-
servation parcels to develop new or 
coordinate implementation of exist-
ing management plans that are con-
sistent with those adopted for public 
conservation areas.  

      Low  
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term  

Town, 
BCLT 
(Policy) 

D. Create a process for consistent 

oversight of management plans for 

individual sites. Annually review 

status of management plan imple-

mentation for all conservation areas.  

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town  
Council, 

Cons. 
Comm. 

(Program) 

E. Work with the Land Trust and 

other stakeholders to establish the 

proposed Sowams National Heritage 

District  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town, 
BCLT, 
Other  

Stakeholders 
(Policy) 

F. Work to eliminate encroachments 

into open space properties by abut-

ting property owners.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$$ 

Short-
Term 

Town Man-
ager (Policy,  

Capital) 

G. Conduct a study of the habitat of 

the Diamondback Terrapin to deter-

mine whether the mapped Habitat 

Area on NCR-1 should be expand-

ed. 

         

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NCR-3:  Work to protect and restore water quality, including in Hundred Acre Cove, Brick-
yard Pond, Prince’s Pond, and Annawamscutt Creek. 

A. Complete a watershed study 
within priority areas, including 
Town Beach and Brickyard Pond, to 
identify and prioritize future storm-
water / water quality improvement 
projects, with an emphasis on 
“green infrastructure”  

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

DPW 
(Program) 

B. Prioritize and phase in implemen-

tation of watershed study recom-

mendations, emphasizing the most 

cost-effective measures. 

      High 
Priority /
$$ to $$$ 

Short- 
to Long
-Term 

DPW 
(Capital) 

C. Formalize a partnership (or con-

sortium) with neighboring commu-

nities to adopt measures to improve 

water quality in Hundred Acre Cove.  

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy 

D. Develop an education/public 

outreach program on everyday uses 

and activities that contribute to the 

degradation of the water quality of 

local ponds and streams. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

DPW, Town 
Planner 

(Program) 

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 
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Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NCR-4:  Protect critical historic properties and areas of historic significance. 

A. Develop incentives for the resto-

ration of Belton Court that are eco-

nomically viable, and seek opportu-

nities for gaining public access to 

building and grounds. (Incentives 

are listed in Appendix II) 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town Coun-
cil, Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

B. Explore creation of a Nockum 

Hill National Historic Landmark 

(NHL) Site.  

      High 
Priority /

$ 

Short-- 
to Mid-
Term 

Pres. Society 
(Policy) 

C. Work with stakeholders to devel-

op a management plan for the Civic 

Center National Register District.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term  

Town    
Manager,    

Pres. Society 
(Policy) 

 

D. Apply for designation of the Bay 

Spring Community Center on the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town    
Planner., 

Pres. Society 
(Policy) 

E. Work with the Preservation Soci-

ety for expansion of existing historic 

districts and for listing of additional 

residential districts in the State and 

National Registers 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term  

Pres. Society 
(Policy) 

F. Appoint a committee to study 

establishment of a Voluntary Histor-

ic District Commission. 

      Medium 
Priority /
No Cost 

Mid--
Term 

Town  
Council 
(Policy) 

G. Include Sowams Woods history 

on historic signs along the Bike 

Path. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

to $ 

Short-
Term  

Pres. Society, 
Town    

Planner 
(Policy) 

H. Adopt a stop-work ordinance 

which would allow a reasonable 

grace period for historic preserva-

tion consultation when a significant 

historic property is threatened with 

whole or partial destruction.   

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Town  
Council 

(Regulation) 

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
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Time-
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Goal NCR-5:  Protect the Town’s  scenic resources.  

A. Adopt scenic area registry and in-

corporate protections within Planning 

Board review process. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short– 
to Mid-
Term  

Planning 
Board 

(Program, 
Regulation) 

B. Identify smaller scenic areas that 

are important at local level, including 

ends of public rights of way providing 

views to the water.  

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Program) 

C. Establish viewshed easements 

around particularly important sites. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

D. Convert streetlights/parking lot 

lighting to cut-off (“dark sky”) fix-

tures (see also Energy Goal E-1). 

      Medium 
Priority /

$$ 
[In CIP] 

Mid-
Term 

DPW 
(Policy) 

E. Set standards for outdoor lighting 

to limit light pollution in scenic are-

as; adopt Town ordinance to require 

cut-off lighting on residential prop-

erties. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term  

Planning 
Board 

(Regulation) 

F. Adopt zoning standards for re-

view of impacts of proposed cell 

towers on scenic resources. 

      High 
Priority /

$ 

Mid--
Term 

Council, 
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Goal NCR-6.  Preserve the character of rural areas of Barrington.   

A. Enact protections through zoning 

and other regulations to limit im-

pacts of development on the rural 

character of the George Street area. 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action I 

B. Evaluate other potential options 

to protect agricultural lands, such as 

conservation easements or purchase 

of development rights. 

      High 
Priority /
$ to $$$ 

Short– 
to 

Long-
Term 

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

C. Consider including conditions (see 

list) when providing option of leasing 

Town properties for farming:. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Council 
(Policy) 

Table 5: Natural & Cultural Resources (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
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Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal OR-1:  Meet the community’s evolving recreational needs, both passive and active, by provid-
ing high quality multiple-use outdoor recreation facilities benefiting people of all ages.  

A. Develop  park master plans in 

order to establish capital improve-

ment priorities. (Priority sites listed)  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Mid-
Term  

Park & Rec. 
(Program) 

B. Include park improvements in 

long-term capital budget planning 

based on master plan priorities.   

      High 
Priority /

$$ to 
$$$$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Park & Rec. 
(Capital) 

C. Continue lease with State for use 

of facilities at Haines Park within 

town. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Town    
Council, 

DPW 
(Policy) 

D. Pursue the installation of synthet-

ic turf at Victory Field, subject to an 

evaluation of the costs and benefits 

compared to natural turf. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$$$ 

Short-
Term  

Park & Rec. 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

E. Require public outdoor recrea-

tional space within “Senior Residen-

tial Village” and “Village” sites, per 

Appendix II. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short--
Term 

Council, 
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 
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Goals & Actions       
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Time-
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Goal OR-2: Create an “emerald chain” of parks by establishing and improving linkages between 
and within recreational areas throughout town, including facilities at schools... 

A. Generate a plan for developing 

trails and other connections between 

recreational areas in coordination 

with open space planning 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Park & Rec., 
Town    

Planner 
(Program) 

B. Create standards for trail markers, 
park signage and other improve-
ments are needed to create a con-
sistent, high-quality system of open 
space, trails and passive parks 
throughout town.  

      High 
Priority /

$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Park & Rec., 
Town    

Planner 
(Policy) 

C. Establish a sustainable funding 

program to continue with the trail 

improvement program and assist with 

acquisition.  

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

D. Complete trail improvements, 
starting with Veterans Park, in-
cluding updating trailblazing signs, 
and adding informational signage 
and maps. Other priority sites in-
clude: the former Vitullo Farm 
site/Divine Vargus conservation 

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

E. Seek to acquire property or ease-
ments to extend trails at Veterans 
Park and in the Hampden Meadows 
Greenbelt. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$$ to 
$$$$ 

Mid--
Term 

Council, 
Manager 
(Capital) 

F. Establish South Lake Drive be-
tween Washington Road and North 
Lake Drive as a multimodal facility 
providing a safe walking/biking area 
within the right of way while also 
maintaining vehicular traffic. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$$$ 

Mid--
Term 

Manager, 
DPW 

(Capital) 

G. Require trail connections when key 
sites are developed, including the 
O’Bannon Mill site and the former 
Zion Bible Institute campus. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Regulation) 

Table 6: Outdoor Recreation (Continued) 
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Goal OR-3: Provide access to the shore through public recreational sites and public rights of way. 

A. Work with East Bay communities 
on locating and mapping water 
trails. In Barrington, the mapping 
should show access points, destina-
tion areas and significant features 
along the trail route within the Bar-
rington River and Hundred Acre 
Cove, and the Providence River / 
Narragansett Bay / Bullock Cove. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

B. Provide amenities at the Police 
Cove park site to create a Blueway 
Trail destination for paddlers – in-
cluding construction of a transient 
dock and completion of the planned 
boat ramp reconstruction. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$$ 
[In CIP] 

Mid--
Term 

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

C. Assess public access and evaluate 
maintenance needs at all public 
rights of way to the water. The Har-
bor Commission should work to 
ensure the rights of way are clearly 
marked and safe for pedestrians; 
consider installation of granite mark-
ers. Surveys might be needed to 
identify and eliminate encroach-
ments. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Mid-
Term  

Harbor 
Comm. 
(Policy) 

Table 6: Outdoor Recreation (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 



173 Implementation  Revised July 29, 2019                        173  

BARRINGTON COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY PLAN—2015 UPDATE  

 

 

 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 
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Goal E-1: Make prudent investments in strategies to reduce energy usage and costs. 

A. Complete energy efficiency up-
grades and renewable energy instal-
lations at municipal and school 
buildings.  

      High 
Priority / 
$ to $$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Town    
Manager, 

DPW 
(Policy,  
Capital) 

B. Engage a consultant to develop a 
town-wide renewable energy plan, to 
include an evaluation of municipal, 
school sites. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Energy 
Comm. 

(Program) 

C. Strongly consider an investment 
in geothermal technology at new 
facilities, such as a new Middle 
School. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
$$ to $$$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Schools, 
Manager 

(Policy, Pro-
gram) 

D. Pursue acquisition of streetlights, 
to include a maintenance program that 
saves money and does not impact the 
Public Works staff. 

      High 
Priority / 
$$ to $$$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Manager 
(Capital) 

E. Utilize savings from streetlight 
acquisition to convert streetlights, 
including parking lot lighting, to 
LED and cut-off fixtures.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$$ 

Mid-
Term 

Manager, 
Energy 
Comm. 
(Policy) 

F. Develop and implement plan to 
capitalize on the potential of LEDs, 
which can be programmed as well as 
controlled remotely. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ 

Mid-
Term  

Manager 
(Policy) 

G. Explore potential regional energy 
projects such as energy efficiency 
service contracts and streetlight ac-
quisition. 

      Low  
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

H. Complete installation of comput-
er power management tools at mu-
nicipal, school buildings. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ 

Short-
Term  

Manager, 
DPW 

(Policy) 

I. Install Town-wide energy manage-
ment system that is compatible with 
school system’s energy management 
software, if feasible. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ 

Short-
Term  

Manager, 
DPW 

(Policy) 

Table 7: Energy 
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Goals & Actions       
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Time-
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Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal E-2: Improve vehicle fuel efficiency of municipal fleet vehicles. 

A. Establish a Green Fleets Program 
for municipal operations, which 
could include the following:  

• An emphasis on fuel economy 
standards in bidding replace-
ment vehicles, where feasible. 

• A requirement to meet certain 
MPG standards by class 

• An evaluation of the feasibility 
of electric or hybrid vehicles for 
certain municipal purposes. 

• A “no idling” policy for non-
emergency vehicles  

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

Council,   
Manager 
(Policy) 

Goal E-3: Provide resources and set policies to achieve the Town’s energy goals. 

A. Establish a Revolving Energy Fund 
to create a more sustainable funding 
stream for energy efficiency and clean 
energy programs.  

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Council, 
Manager 
(Policy) 

B. Capitalize on State, Federal and 
Utility sponsored incentives and 
grants to help fund energy efficiency 
and renewable energy projects. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Town    
Planner, 
DPW 

(Policy) 

C. Adopt Environmentally Prefera-
ble Purchasing (EPP) Program poli-
cies. 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Long-
Term 

Town    
Manager 

(Policy, Pro-
gram) 

D. Enact a policy requiring meetings 
at least annually of the school and 
municipal department heads to re-
port on their efforts to meet the 
Town’s energy goals  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Manager, 
School Dept. 

(Policy) 

Table 7: Energy (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal E-4: Promote energy efficiency and renewable energy installations throughout the broader 
community. 

A. Establish a Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE) Financing 
Program.  

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

Council, 
Manager 
(Policy) 

B. Implement a “Green Business” 
program where local businesses re-
ceive a “green” designation based on 
achieving a set of identified efficien-

cy/sustainability criteria. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Energy 
Comm. 
(Policy) 

C. Consider an annual workshop to 
inform citizens about alternative 
energy opportunities and available 
resources to assist with conversion. 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Energy 
Comm. 
(Policy) 

D. Provide annual reports on Bar-
rington’s progress toward achieving 
energy-reduction targets, as well as 
energy projects completed by the 
Town, School Department and pri-
vate property owners. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Energy 
Comm. 
(Policy) 

Table 7: Energy (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NH-1: Reduce current and future risk of natural hazards and sea level rise to the built envi-
ronment. 

A. Complete assessment of potential 
impacts, including physical and fi-
nancial, of projected SLR on public-
ly and privately owned buildings and 
sites, roads, storm-water systems, 
sewer systems and other utilities. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Town     
Planner 

(Program) 

B. Include in CIP critical projects 
required to mitigate threats to infra-
structure and properties. 

      High 
Priority /

$ to  
$$$$ 

Mid--
Term 

Council 
(Capital) 

C. Consider requiring smaller lot 
sizes, such as cluster subdivision 
design, to ensure development is 
outside existing or projected flood-
plain. 

See Land Use Implementation: Table 9- Goal LU-1, Action M 

D. Provide support for property 
owners to help take advantage of 
funding opportunities that assist 
with covering the cost of mitigating 
risk such as elevating or retrofitting 
existing structures located in desig-
nated flood zones, or acquisition 
and relocation of structures outside 
high risk zones. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Town     
Planner 
(Policy) 

 

E. Publish illustrated design guide-

lines to provide ideas for designing 

building elevations compatible with 

the surrounding neighborhood.  

      High  
Priority / 

$ 

Short-
Term  

Town     
Planner 

(Program) 

F. Adopt LID standards to reduce the 
amount of impervious coverage. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short--
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Regulation) 

G. Provide measures to improve 
stormwater retention in the plan-
ning/design of park improvements, 
schools and other public buildings. 

      High 
Priority / 

$$ to  
$$$ 

Short-
Term  

DPW, Town 
Planner 
(Capital) 

H. Evaluate restrictions on changes to 
grades around buildings within 100-
year flood zone. 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost 

Mid-
Term 

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

I. Improve GIS capabilities to sup-
port assessment, planning activities. 

      High 
Priority / 

$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

Table 8: Natural Hazards 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 



177 Implementation  Revised July 29, 2019                        177  

BARRINGTON COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY PLAN—2015 UPDATE  

 

 

 Significance - Major Themes*    

Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NH-2: Preserve and enhance the capacity of the natural environment to improve Barrington’s 
resilience against impacts of natural hazards. 

A. Prioritize and implement coastal 
adaptation projects, working with 
Save the Bay, the State and other 
stakeholders, to reduce flood risk 
and the potential damage to vulnera-
ble infrastructure, allow the expan-
sion of wetlands and other purposes. 

      High 
Priority / 
$ to $$$$ 

Short to 
Long-
Term 

DPW, Town 
Planner

(Program, 
Capital) 

B. Implement a tree management 
program to reduce risk to property 
due to winds, heavy snow/ice or 
other natural hazard impacts. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid--
Term 

Library 
DPW 

((Policy) 

C. Complete hydrology study that 
includes: inventory of ponds on pri-
vate and public property; assessment 
of streams and condition of and im-
pacts of dams; prioritization of pro-
jects needed to maintain/improve 
water flow.  

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Planner 

(Program) 

D. Develop plan to allow restoration 
of natural areas at Walker Farm. 

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term 

DPW,    
Con. Comm. 

(Program) 

E. Work with the local land trust 
and other stakeholders to identify 
and protect from development, in-
cluding low-lying land vulnerable to 
impacts from flooding and sea level 
rise, areas adjacent to coastal wet-
lands susceptible increased inunda-
tion due to sea level rise. 

See Implementation Table 5—Goal NCR-1, Action “A” 

Table 8: Natural Hazards (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
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Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal NH-3:  Reduce flood risk and the cost of flood insurance within Barrington. 

A. Complete steps required to enroll 
in the National Flood Insurance 
Program Community Rating System, 
with a minimum starting CRS score 
of “9”.  

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 

Short to 
Long 
Term  

Town    
Manager 

(Program, 
Capital) 

B. Engage a consultant or provide 
staff training for a certified floodplain 
manager to coordinate implementa-
tion of CRS activities and implemen-
tation of the Town’s Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan. 

      High 
Priority /

$ to $$ 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

C. Complete the required Hazard 
Mitigation Plan five-year update that 
addresses effects of climate change 
and includes activities that would 
achieve a CRS goal of “7” by 2020.   

      High 
Priority / 

$ to $$ 
[In CIP] 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

D. Establish an administrative team 
to meet quarterly to review progress 
on implementation of the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan and activities result-
ing in CRS credit. 

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

Goal NH-4: Improve the community’s awareness of threats to minimize risk to the public due to 
natural hazards. 

A. Use informational signs at areas 
of historic flooding showing the 
1938 surge elevations along the bay 
and rivers and update as necessary 
based on March 2010 flooding.  

      Medium 
Priority /

$ 

Mid-
Term  

Town    
Planner 
(Policy) 

B. Conduct community outreach, 
including public forums and publica-
tion/posting of information at 
Town facilities and the website,  on 
natural hazard mitigation initiatives, 
preparedness and response.  

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

C. Establish a process to directly 
contact special populations such as 
those who are particularly vulnera-
ble, due to location or age and infir-
mity, to ensure their understanding 
of procedures immediately before 
and after an event.  

      High 
Priority /
No Cost 

Short-
Term  

Town    
Manager 
(Policy) 

Table 8: Natural Hazards (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal LU-1: Preserve the predominant residential character, while providing open space and limited 
commercial, industrial and institutional land uses to serve the needs of the community. 

Housing & Neighborhoods 

A. Establish Senior Residential Vil-
lage zone for former Zion Bible In-
stitute campus upon application and 
findings of consistency with Devel-
oper Guidance as outlined in Ap-
pendix II. [Goal HN-1, Action A] 

      High 
Priority /  
No Cost 

Short-
Term 
[See 

Table 
9A] 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

B. Establish new zoning at the Allin’s 
Cove and Former O’Bannon Mill 
Sites, as identified in the 2018 Bay 
Spring Corridor Zoning Study, con-
sistent with the Appendix IIA of the 
Comprehensive Community Plan (as 
amended, 2019).  

      High 
Priority /  
No Cost 

Short-
Term 
[See 

Table 
9A] 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

B. C. Consider new residential zones 
to preserve community character in 
areas where the dimensional regula-
tions such as minimum lot sizes are 
inconsistent with the existing built 
environment. [Goal HN-2, Action E] 

      Low  
Priority / 
No Cost 

Long-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

C. D. Revise Zoning Ordinance to 
establish one-step density increase 
for comprehensive permit applica-
tions. [Goal HN-3, Objective 3.2, 
Action A] 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Economic Development 

D. Allow limited non-residential 
development in Senior Residential 
Village [Goal ED-3, Action A] 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

E. Amend zoning to allow bed and 
breakfast inns in suitable locations 
with appropriate standards to protect 
neighborhoods from adverse im-
pacts. [Goal ED-3, Action C] 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

F. Create new zoning district, modi-
fying the Neigh. Business or Busi-
ness zone, to promote a more cohe-
sive retail environment in the Village 
Center. [Goal ED-5, Action A] 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$ 

Mid-
Term 

Planning 
Board 

(Program) 

Continued next page 

Table 9: Land Use 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 
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Goals & Actions       
Priority / 

Cost 
Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal LU-1 (cont.): Preserve the predominant residential character, while providing open space and 
limited commercial, industrial and institutional land uses to serve the needs of the community. 

Economic Development (continued) 

G. Evaluate amending zoning of 
areas where established uses, such as 
commercial uses within R10 sections 
of Bay Spring Ave.—are noncon-
forming. Evaluate future zoning of 
remaining LM-zoned land within 
town.  [Goal ED-5, Action B] 

      Medium 
Priority / 

$  

Mid-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Program, 

Regulation) 

H. Evaluate whether revisions to 
restrictions in the Zoning Ordinance 
are needed related to agricultural 
uses, to include uses such as farms, 
farm stands and farmer’s markets.  
[Goal ED-6, Action A]  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 
[See 

Table 
9A] 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

I. Amend or establish new zoning 
district for the George Street area to 
preserve rural character / promote 
farming. [Goal ED-6, Action C] [See 
also Goal NCR-6, Action A]  

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Community Services & Facilities 

J. Work with State to amend State’s 
Urban Services Boundary as shown 
on Maps LU-6 and LU-7. [Goal CSF
-2, Action F] 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Town    

Manager 
(Policy) 

K. Consider appropriate use of the 
former site of “The Place” on Mid-
dle Highway, the Hampden Mead-
ows Volunteer Fire Department 
property on Sowams Road and the 
Bristol County Water Authority fa-
cility on Nayatt Road; rezone as nec-
essary. [Goal CSF-2, Action G] 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Policy,   

Regulation) 

Continued next page 

Table 9: Land Use (Continued) 
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Goals & Actions       
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Time-
frame 

Respons-
ibility (Type) 

Goal LU-1 (cont.): Preserve the predominant residential character, while providing open space and 
limited commercial, industrial and institutional land uses to serve the needs of the community. 

Natural & Cultural Resources 

L. Rezone land abutting “Bosworth 
Street Extension” paper street to a 
zone consistent with the FLUM des-
ignation (see also Map LU-7). [Goal 
NCR-1, Objective NCR-1.1, Action 
E] 

      Medium 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 
[See 

Table 
9A] 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Natural  Hazards 

M.  Consider requiring smaller lot 
sizes, such as through  a  cluster  
subdivision  design,  to ensure 
development is outside the exist-
ing or  projected floodplain, re-
ducing potential impacts of rising 
sea levels. [Goal NH-1, Action C] 

      High 
Priority / 
No Cost  

Short-
Term 

Council/
Planning 

Board 
(Regulation) 

Table 9: Land Use (Continued) 

*Key — Significance: Implementation of Major Themes:       High Medium       Low 

Table 9A: Land Use—Zoning-Land Use Map Consistency: Schedule 

Site Description (per Map LU-7) Action Timeframe 

1. Town cemetery site Rezone from R40-CD to OS-P Within 12 months 

2. George Street area (see also 
Goal LU-1, Action “I”) 

Rezone remaining R40-CD district 
to new “Agriculture” district (to be 
created) 

Within 12 months 

3. Former Zion Bible Institute site 
(see also Goal LU-1, Action “A”) 

Rezone from RE to Senior Residen-
tial Village 

Subject to application 
by owner; anticipate 
within 12 months 

4. Sweetbriar site No action. Sweetbriar was approved 
under comprehensive permit process 

No action—existing 
use 

5. “Palmer Pointe” site Establish new Village zone as part 
of Palmer Pointe review process 

12 months to 2 years 

6. “Business”-zoned parcel (see 
Goal LU-1, Action “L”) 

Rezone  rear portion of lot from 
Business to Conservation 

Within 12 months 


